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nothing but illness can justify absence ; so that,
on the whole, they are sufficiently occupied.
In such intervals as they possess, however,
nothing is done. Not a book is looked into by
an individual of the convent; and it will scarcely
be believed, that not a map, even of the Holy
Land, could be found in their library. They
either sun themselves alone in some corner of the
court or terrace, or lean over the walls of the
galleries to regard what is going on in the courts
below.
After sunset they all meet at supper in the
common hall. The furniture of this hall is
plain, but substantial ; the tableJinen is coarse,
but clean ; and the table-service is all of pewter,
including even the drinking-vessels. There ap-
peared to me to be less of content, or union
among them, than in any body of men that. I
had ever seen, who were necessarily compelled
to. live together; and throughout the "whole
number, while I remember to have heard more
than twenty complain of the curse of banishment
to the Holy Land, the privations to which they
were subject, and their longing desire to return
to Europe* I did not. hear from even one of
them a single expression of resignation, of the
joy of suffering for religion's sake, of that calm
acquiescence in the will of God, or, of self-con-